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escape | vancouver
IF AN ADVENTUROUS honeymoon where you can 

escape and be together is your style, consider  the wild, 

isolated Telegraph Cove on North Vancouver Island, British 

Columbia. The hour drive to Telegraph Cove from Port 

Hardy’s airport winds you through towering forests with 

glimpses of rugged coastline. When cell service starts to 

fade, the adventure begins. Telegraph Cove is a charming 

waterside village established in 1911 when the first telegraph 

operator moved in. A boardwalk lines the property, with 

historic, rustic cabins dotting the hillside, along with the 

cove’s dining options, the Killer Whale Café, Old Saltery Pub 

and a general store. 

The main attractions at Telegraph Cove are the wild 

adventures that depart daily. I suggest getting out on the 

water as soon and as often as you can. North Island Kayak 

offers two-hour, half-day, full-day and evening tours. You may 

find yourself gliding beside an orca or humpback whale. If 

you’d rather not paddle, opt for a whale-watching tour with 

Stubbs Island Whale Watching. We were the only boat in sight 

for hours, and breaching humpback whales put on quite the 

show, seemingly just for us. We also happened upon a pod of 

15 migrant orcas, breaching and feeding.

For a truly unique experience, reserve a spot with 

Tide Rip Grizzly Tours. Depending on when you’re visiting, 

you’ll see grizzly bears coming out of hibernation or 

feasting on spawning salmon as they prepare for a long 

winter’s nap. Either way, the once-in-a-lifetime experience 

is breathtaking. Back on land, take a day hike with North 

Island Daytrippers. You’ll make your way through logging 

roads to the other side of the island and finally to Cape 

Scott. An hour or so walk through the woods brings you to a 

beach and the San Josef sea stacks; definitely worth the hike, 

just keep an eye out for bears!

When it’s time to return to reality, make reservations 

to stay at Ecoscape Cabins. With modern conveniences and 

luxuries, the cabins are a terrific “home base” to return to 

after a day exploring the island. In the cooler weather, sit 

fireside sipping your favorite cocktail and recount your 

amazing, adventure-filled honeymoon. 

Need-to-Know Info 
Getting to North Vancouver Island takes some 
time, but it’s well worth it. Fly into Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and take a flight into Port Hardy or the ferry 
from Vancouver to Vancouver Island. Then make your 
way north. GPS is definitely suggested; cell service 
can be intermittent.  

Telegraph Cove
800.200.HOOK  | telegraphcoveresort.com
Open seasonally, mid-May through late September.
hellobc.com, vancouverislandnorth.ca

Disconnect    together
One of the last practically 
untouched areas of North 
America, North Vancouver 
Island will transport you 
from reality to romance.
 

BY  S U SA N  B .  B A R N E S

Photos by Christy Woodrow at ordinarytraveler.com


