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By Susan Barnes

Earlier this year, a new kid in town made its debut
when The Godfrey Hotel Chicago opened its

doors in the city’s hip River North neighborhood.
Conveniently located amidst the city’s buzz, the
Godfrey - meaning peace and welcome - is right in
the middle of the action, whether by cab, by foot, or
by the L (the city’s public transit system).

he Godfrey’s sense of style is evident as soon as you
pull up to the front door: from its cubist-influenced,
industrial fagade to the uniforms worn by the front
desk staff, designed by a local designer (who also
held a runway show at the hotel during my stay).
That sense of style and design plays well with the
neighborhood the hotel borders - the River North
art scene.

But it’s inside the hotel where The Godfrey really shines, with average standard
room sizes of 350 square feet and complimentary in-room amenities such

as robes, Keurig coffee makers and LOccitane bath amenities. Oh, the WiFi

is complimentary, too! During a stay at The Godfrey, you can do something
unheard of at most hotels - stay in a room on the 13th floor. No superstitions
here - it’s simply elemental. And on that elemental theme, before the hotel’s
opening, the staff developed their own periodic chart and the elements they
created are noted throughout the property. Think Zz for sleep, Wf for WiFi, So
for social, or Li23 for cocktails (there are 23 shots in a bottle of alcohol).

Once you've checked into The Godfrey, download the STAYConnect app onto
your smart phone or tablet. After it's downloaded, open and select Mobile
Remote - after inputting a simple code, you can use your phone to control your
in-room TV, too... no need to use the remote!

One of the main attractions of The Godfrey’s guests — and the locals - is its I|O
Urban Roofscape — Chicago’s largest indoor/outdoor space with 15,000-square-
feet. Located on the hotel’s fourth floor, the roofscape boasts uninterrupted
views of downtown Chicago and a retractable roof that is ready to pull back
when the weather’s nice, transforming nearly all of the roofscape into outdoor
space. During the cooler months, the glass-tiled roof stays closed for warmth,
while still giving off the feel of being outside.

Aside from its views and vibe, I|O features delectable menus for breakfast,
lunch and dinner - all created by Chef Riley Huddleston - rivaling any
restaurant found in the city known for its food. I|O’s Cocktails from

the Kitchen are also created by Chef Riley and his team, using scientific
measurements to ensure consistency in each and every cocktail. My advice: try
the mojito or margarita - cheers!

To assist its guests in making the most of their stays in Chicago, The Godfrey
teamed with UrbanBuddy to create a virtual concierge: simply download the
app to your smartphone upon check-in, ask a question about anything in
Chicago, and it'll be answered within two minutes! Now you really can take it
with you when you go out to explore the River North neighborhood, within
easy walking distance of more than 20 art galleries found just blocks away, not
to mention the downtown area.

If you must leave The Godfrey to eat, there are plenty of amazing options
nearby, including Big & Little’s, a locals’ fave for tacos and po’ boys; and
Kinmont, for incredibly fresh seafood and craft cocktails in a fantastic fishing
lodge atmosphere. Of course, there’s always Chicago-style pizza, too!

On your next trip to Chicago, give the new kid on the block a try - you'll be
glad you did!

When you go:
Chicago is easily accessible from LA with direct flights on a number of airlines.
For more on Chicago, please visit choosechicago.com.

Photo Credit: Papadakis Photography and Marion Kraus Photograph



the Outer Banks

by Susan B. Barnes
With 200 miles of barrier islands off of the coast of

North Carolina and into Virginia, the Outer Banks is
filled with much more to do than beaching it, though

its beaches are quite spectacular. In fact, Cape Hatteras

made Dr. Beach’s Top 10 “Best Beaches” list for the
seventh year in a row.

Arriving into the Outer Banks is an experience unto
itself: driving over the bridge can be quite symbolic
- not only are you crossing over into vacation, but

leaving all of the worries of the everyday world behind.
Once in the Outer Banks, nearly everyplace is referred
to by mile marker - rental homes, restaurants, shops. If

looking for someplace in particular, simply check the

mile marker and keep an eye out.
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ne of the
the Quter from Virginia is the Wright
Brothers National Memorial. Here you can
seejustwhere Wilbur and Orville Wright
firsttook flight in 1903, a feat that changed
travel forever. They chose this area of North
Carolina for its consistent winds, as well as its
southern hospitality, and the rest is history.
The expansive museum tells the brothers’
stories — did you know they were first printers
before beginning to experiment with flight?
There’s also an exact replica of their first plane;
the docents demonstrate how the pulls and
levers manipulate the plane’s wings.

More than 2,000 shipwrecks lie off the Outer
Banks, due to the dangerous mix of weather,
shallow water and strong currents — the

area is nicknamed the “Graveyard of the
Atlantic” You can see some of the treasures
and remnants of these ships in the Graveyard
of the Atlantic Museum. The museum’s
restoration team is currently at work, and
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shown to our group. For those interested
in maritime history, the museum is a
must-stop.

If pirates are your thing, take the
45-minute free ferryride from the docks
near the museum to Ocracoke Island,
where the Blackbeard eventually met his
demise in 1718. If you are island-bound,
make arrangements in advance to meet
with a National Park Service interpreter
who will give the history and mystery of
the fishing village.

During the summer, the Outer Banks’
history comes alive through the ‘
performances of locals and college

students in “The Lost Colony; a

recipient 2013 TONY Honor for

Excellence in the Theatre. The en plein

air show has been in production for 77

years, and draws an annual summer

audience of 44,000. VIP and Dinner and

a Show packages are available, as well as
backstage tours.

See the [tght
Several historic and impressive lighthouses can be found
throughout the Outer Banks, a few of which are iconic
and often recognized upon first glance. Probably the most
recognized of all the lighthouses is the Cape Hatteras
Light Station, with its black and white spiral-striped
fagade. The tallest lighthouse in the country at 208 feet, if
you want to climb to the top, be prepared to scale the 269
steps to the top — the 360-degree views are well-worth it!

Also sporting black and white stripes, the Bodie Island
Light Station (pronounced body) recently completed
restoration and opened for public tours again in 2013.

In addition to its stunning views atop its 214 steps, the
structure’s most impressive feature may just be its original
1872 Fresnel lens, with 377 glass prisms, weighing in at
9,000 pounds and valued at $2 million. The ironwork
climbing to the top isn’t too shabby, either - it was
designed by the Phoenix Philadelphia Armory.

Climb the 220 steps of the Currituck Beach Lighthouse
and you’ll be rewarded with sweeping views of the land
below. This lighthouse was the last major brick lighthouse
build on the Outer Banks, completed in 1875, with
approximately 1 million bricks.

Back on Ocracoke Island stands the Ocracoke
Lighthouse, North Carolina’s oldest operating lighthouse
and the second oldest in the U.S. Though the lighthouse
is not open for climbing, it’s still an impressive site to see
if on-island.

i

Get Out and Play
You can't help but notice Jockey’s Ridge
State Park when driving into the Outer
Banks: the 426-acre park has the largest
natural sand dune on the East Coast!
Self-guided tours are open year-round,
but it’s when people are hang gliding or
flying their kites that the dunes really
come alive.

Of course, with all the water found
in the Outer Banks, there are plenty
of ways to get out and play in and
on it! Swim, boogie board and surf
off the beaches; kayak or canoe the
backwaters; fish the seas; or rent or
charter a boat and cruise around.

The same winds that attracted the
Wright Brothers to the Outer Banks
more than 100 years continue to draw
flyers of a different ilk. Dubbed the
“Kite Boarding and Wind Surfing
Capital of the East Coast,” novices and
pros alike find themselves here each
year, especially for the annual Triple

S Invitations - the foremost freeride
kiteboarding event in the world. For
those just starting in these thrilling
sports, plenty of instructors are ready
to help you take flight.

St Back andl Relax

All of this exploring can certainly
wear a person out. To relax again,
make a day of it at AQUA Restaurant
and Spa in Duck. What could be
better than a soothing massage
followed by a light lunch, or vice
versa? Well, I know... a do-it-
yourself donut at Duck Donuts!

When it comes to staying in the
Outer Banks, there are plenty of
options. Weekly rental homes are
all the rage in the area — whether
you’re looking for a small condo

for an intimate getaway, or a house
that sleeps 20, you can find it here.
And if you're looking for a shorter
stay, check out the newly-renovated,
beachfront Sanderling Resort. The
resort has five homes onsite, too,
for those seeking private space with
all the resorts’ amenities. Oh, the
s'mores kit is quite popular with kids
of all ages!

However you visit North Carolina’s
Outer Banks, you'll quickly discover
why it’s a perennial destination for
generations.

When you Qo:

The nearest commercial airport to the Outer Banks is in Norfolk, Va., about 90 miles away. For more on the Outer Banks, please visit outerbanks.org.

77



