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Space Coast’s
Rising Star

ALREADY A HOTBED OF AVIATION AND AEROSPACE,
MELBOURME IS POISED TO FOSTER NEW GENERATIONS
OF HIGH-TECH IMDUSTRY. — SUSAN B. BARNES
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» Given Melbourne’s proximity to surf-worthy
Atlantic beaches, it might be surprising to
learn that this Florida city is in fact a hotbed of
aerospace and other high-tech industries. As
NASA ramped up its efforts at Cape Canaveral
(about 25 miles north of Melbourne) in the late
1950s and early’60s in light of its newly minted

manned space flight program, businesses began
to take notice of the potential of what is now
known as Florida's Space Coast—and this coast-
al town is now widely recognized as a capital of
innovation.

Center of Aerospace

“Throughout Brevard [County] and the nation,
most everyone can agree NASA and Kennedy
Space Center played a role in the economic
impact in Brevard County,” says Lynda Weath-
erman, president and CEQ of the Economic
Development Commission of Florida'’s Space
Coast. From NASAs beginnings in the 19505, she
explains, it drew in—and continues to appeal
to—innovation and forward thinkers.

One of those forward-thinking companies
was Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems,
which has long been associated with the space
program and is more than Familiarin Mel-
bourne and the surrounding areas.

“Northrop Grumman has a long history in
Brevard County—back to 160 when Grumman
began work on the Apollo project at Cape Canav-
eral,” explains Rick Matthews, vice president
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and leader of the company’s Melbourne-based
facility, the Manned Aircraft Design Center

of Excellence, “With great pride, Grumman
aerospace employees supported the Apollo lunar

moadule. The space program provided a wealth of

opportunity for the county, including tremen-
dous economic impact.”

Tts association with the space program led
the company to open the Melbourne facility in
the late 19805,

“We apened our operation in the Melbourne
location in 1987 to be closer to our ULS, Air Force
customer,” explains Matthews, “The decision
was based on the fact that it was cost competi-
tive for the Joint Surveillance Target Attack
Radar System Program.”

Since its inception, Northrop Grumman®s
Manned Aircraft Design Center of Excellence
has become the company’s premier facilivy for
the design of innovative defense systems.

The center of excellence comprises a multi-
generational, diverse workforce, says Matthews.
“Today, the [109-acre] campus is home to more
than 2600 employees who support a wide range
of advanced technology programs in state-of-

CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT: Sebastian Inlet;
Northrop Grumman; Community of Viera;

The Orion spacecraft, which Lockheed Martin
collaborated on; Harris Corporation employees.

the-art facilities with capabilities for design,
development and integration.”

Matthews notes that Narthrop Grumman
is expanding its footprint on the Space Coast,
including a 4o0000-square-foot addition to
the campus that has already been completed,
plus about 500,000 square feet more in new
construction as well as office and lab-space up-
grades to be completed over the next few years.

Like Northrop Grumman, Harris Corpora-
tion realized Melbourne's and Brevard County's
potential, It established its Florida presence in
15 and eventually relocated its now 120-year-
old corporate headguarters from Ohio to Florida
in 1978, Throughout Harris  history, the com-
pany—which specializes in communications,
defense contracting and information technol-
ogy services for government and commercial
customers—has introduced a long list of notable
technology innovations, including the world’s
first automatic and four-color printing presses,
GPS navigation, space antennas, multiband
military radios and advanced air traffic manage-
ment and weather forecasting solutions, says
William M. Brown, Harris chairman, president
and CEQ, Recently, Harris acquired a Wash-
ington, DLC.-hased company and was asked 1o
relocate, but instead decided to rededicate its
presence in Melbourne,

“We selected [Melbourne] because of its
strong education sysvem, available pool of
highly skilled talent and pro-business climate,”
says Brown. “We have a shared vision to grow
the region’s reputation as a center for technol-
ogy innovation,”

That reputation is one of the reasons Em-
braer put down roots in Melbourne. Ten vears
afierits founding in Brazil in 1969, the company
landed its sales operations and support for
commercial airline customers in Dania Beach,
later relacating to Fort Lauderdale. In 2008,
after looking at 20 states, Embraer selected
Melbourne for its Embraer Executive Jets head-
quarters hecause of a highly skilled workforce
that was “flourishing underneath the calm
appearance of the Florida landscape,” says Gary
Spulak, president of Embraer North America,
“Theres a rich environment with a broad array
of experience and talent and the highest num-
ber of engineers per capita.”

Sorich, in fact, that when Embraer Execu-
tive Jets opened its doors, the company hirved
locally—oo percent of its employees came from
within Brevard County, and to date, the compa-
ny has worked with 300 local small businesses,

My Melbourne

KATHLEEN
MEEHAN

MAYOR OF
MELBOURNE

LOCAL ROOTS: | moved to
Metbourne i 1979, and my
husband's family members
were some of the pioneers
wha settled in Melbourne
in 1677

FAVORITE EATS: One of my
Faworite places (I wish |
could list them all) is Meg
OMalley's m historic down-
town Metbourne. They have
the best bangers and mash
and are famaous for their 15¢
Irish Parliament bean soup.

oNLY HERE: The Melbourne
Art Festival, which attracts
50,000 to 60,000 visitors
every April; the Melboume
Airand Space Show; Florida
Tech's Bolanical Garden;
the Liberty Bell Memarial
Museum; Melbourme Main
Street's Second Friday
Fest: and EauGallie Arts
District's First Friday art
walk,

MUEST-SEE: (oo fo the Hen
egar Center for the Arts for
a great show, live orchestra,
talented actors and state-
aftha-art lighting and
sound. Gutdoor enthisiasts
cen rent @ kayak or takea
standup paddleboard tour
at Faddling Paradize to see
dolphins, manatees and 3
wide variety of bird species.
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My Melbourne

100D J.
POKRYWA

SEMIOR VICE
PRESIDENT, LAND
USE PLANMING
AMNDDEVELOP-
MENT, THE VIERA
COMPANY

LOCAL ROOTS: | grew

up I Canada and my
famiky's annual vacations
were here on the Space
Coast. | studied urban
and ragional planning at
the University of Water-
loo mare than 20 years
ago, where | wrole a case
study on Viera, Horida,
a5 My senior honoes es-
say, In 3014, | relocated
b the Space Coast and
accepted a position with
The Viera Company,

MBST-5EE; Live music

at The Avenue Viera's
Cenral Park, where local
acts. surprising stars and
members of the Brevard
Symphany Orchestra
perform,

TRAVEL ABVICE: Play
“smash golf™—the
hottest new golf sport
that is a combination of
golf and tennis—at Duran
Golf Chub's par-3 short
course {it's lit at might),

PERFECT DAY: A morming
stroll on the beach,
waterfront breakfast at
Grills Riverside and ax-
ploring the mamy milies of
trails connecting a8 there
is o discaover in Viera.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Downtown Divas boutique in historic downtown Melbourne; Workers on the production line at Embraer's
Melbourne facility.

“The City of Melbhourne has also done an out-
standing job maintaining a strong partnership
with the Economic Development Commission of
Florida's Space Coast and the state, resulting in
aggressively attracting businesses into the area,”
says Weatherman of Space Coast EDC. “The city
understands the competitive environment to
recruit and retain businesses. The successes of
our partnership continuously attract leaders in
the technology industry and companies with
emerging innovations.”

Aviation Expansion

Weatherman cites the Orlando Melbourne Inter-
national Airport—which had a humble begin-
ning in 1928 as a designated fueling stop—as
another of the city's assets,

“The airport has done an exceptional job of
transforming itsell as a magnet to major busi-
nesses,” explains Weatherman, “The Orlando
Melbourne International Airport is a strong
assel in our community and a driving force in
attracting world-class businesses to the area.”

Airport tenants such as Northrop Grumman,
Harris, Embraer and other aviation giants are
expanding their operations at MLE and, with
it, their cargo and business traveler demands,
according to Greg Donovan, the airport’s execu-
tive directar,

When Donovan came aboard in 2014, he
launched a much-needed management structure
realignment that has helped MLB to grow busi-
ness and tourism in the area,

At the time, “Embraer was quadrupling its
presence, Northrop Grumman was a finalist
for the largest defense contract in U.5. his-
tory, airlines were seeking alternative Florida
airports with higher yields and tourism was
on the upswing,” Donovan recalls, adding that
MLB s the closest airport to the world’s second-
largest cruise port. The airport's first scheduled
international Mlight, in December 2015—as well

as its full-service, incredibly efficient customs
facility—further established it as a hassle-free
international gateway.

To accommodate the growth, the Melbourne
Adrport Authority has approved an ambitious
revamp that over the next few vears will better
serve both leisure and business travelers, and
better reflect the city's “coastal casual feel,” says
Donovan. As the airport’s capacity expands, a
new air traffic control tower will further help it

SWEET SUCCESS
INMELBOURNE

For mare than 45 years, Grimaldi

Candy Company hias been satiating

Melbourne's sweet tooth with
mouthwatering chocolates, including
fhe company’s most popular item, chocolate-cov-
ered potato chips (avsilable in both milk and dark
chocodate, for the record). In fact, new resealable §-ounce packages will
soon be found in U5, grocery stores.

“We've signed @ number of national accounts, and the face of
Grimaldi i going torchange very quickly, bist with the same quality
we've produced for mare than 45 years,” says lm Frazier, president of
Grimaldi Candy Company.

(e those recantly signed national accounts is with the Great
American Cookie Company. Grimaldi partnered with the ready-to-bake
division of Great American on thres new cookie flavors: milk chocolate,
milk chocolate peanut butter and dark chocofate macadamia bark, The
new cookies shousd be on grocery store shelves this maonth,

"We've grown fram a small showroom shop in Melbourne to &
#2,000-square-foot manufacturing facility and three stores [Mel-
bourne, Rockledge and Cocoa Villagal," says Frazier, "The vision | have
for Grimaldi is ta do the rght things for our customers who have been
|eyal o ws for many, many years—and tokeep troe to o roots as we
ook outward to national accomts.”
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meet increased demand.
“MLBis a unique environment that pro-
vides an ultimate convenience for the husiness

outdoor leisure activities, including The Avenue
Viera for shopping and family-fun destination
the Brevard Zoo (the land for which was donated

%ETIE%{OI}JJELRTI?ENAL traveler, proximity to the beaches, resorts and by DUDA)L
AIRPORT IS cruise terminals far the leisure traveler and Through DUDA's farming heritage, The Viera
A STRONG accomplishes this with world-class service and Company has deep roots in the community.
ASSET IN OUR amenities,” Donovan adds. Recently, the company started working with
COMMIUNITY the YMCA on a proposed Viera facilicy that will
AND A DRIVING Creating Community benefit nearby schools and serve as a commu-
E?‘%%%J]ZI%ING With such a 1&r5:e_lm'al workforce thanks to the nity gathering place,
WORLD-CLASS heavy presence of high-tech industries, it's only “We really believe that the YMOA will be a
BUSINESSES TO logical that real estate development would be tremendous asset to the community—mind,
THE AREA" another hoon to the Melbourne area. A. Duda hady and spirit,” says Scott Miller, vice presi-
— LYNDA WEATHERMAN, # Sons Inc. has been a part of that growth for dent, sales and community management, for
bl 90 years, partly through The Viera Company, The Viera Company.
DEVELOPMENT a family-owned diversified land company and Aside from the lifestyle Viera provides, it is
COMMISSION OF

FLORIDA'S SPACE COAST

whaolly owned DUDA subsidiary.

Perhaps the largest of The Viera Company’s
projects is Viera, Florida, a mixed-use master-
planned community (ranked one of the top 25
hest-selling master-planned communities in
the country in 2015). At one-third of its planned
size, the community is currently home to just
over 10,000 units of residential housing (ranging
from apartments and single-family homes to ac-
tive adult communities and multimillion-dollar
estate homes), A-rated schools, sports fields, a
hospital and medical offices and a wide array of

also a major player in the area’s employment:
For every one housing unit, Viera has generated
an average of one job. That's nearly 10,000 jobs
among more than 300 businesses found within
the community to date. And like other Mel-
bourne businesses, Viera is looking to a sustain-
ahle future, to the tune of an additional 20,000-
plus residential units, a 120-acre corporate park
and a new Viera Boulevard-1-95 interchange,
“Where we are now is just the tip of the
iceberg,” says Todd ). Pokrywa, senior vice presi-
dent, land use planning and development, «

FLORIDA PREP

Founded 1 9%

Melbourne’s Premier College Preparatory Academy for over 55 years!

Accepting Boys & Girls in 6th through 12th grade * Students from over 30 countries worldwide

Boarding and day attendance options * Optional flight school program ¢ English as a second language curriculum

Learn more at www.flprep.com * +1 (321) 723-3211




BUILDING MELBOURNE’S FUTURE

In @ commumity

fure but in the

Prompted I'u.' a documentary on the effect

of plastic waste on marine e, Sterm came Florida
up with the idea for Nohba at age 14. Tak

Tech's
campus.
LEFT:
Flarida
and his collegs

hbo. Earlier thi
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@ Florida Institute of Technology

High Tech with a Human Toweh ™

Florida Tech offers more than 140
Eve r ar bachelnrfs, master’s and dqctural dafgn_ee
programs in engineering, science, aviation,
business, psychology, communication
and the arts—all designed to help
. our students reach the stars.
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FROFILE

Serious
Recreation

MELBOURNE MIGHT BE A HARD-WORKING CITY,
BUT IT KNOWS HOW TO DO DOWNTIME RIGHT
— SUSAN B. BARNES

» You know what they say: “All work and no
play....” Lucky for Melbourne’s visitors and
residents, the city isn’t just a bustling hub of
technology, aviation and aerospace. There’s
plenty to do, see, eat, drink and explore in this
city, and all that fun is easy to get to thanks
to daily arrivals into Orlando Melbourne

Colorful
nightlife onthe
patioat Matt's

Casbah.

International Airport, located just minutes
away from downtown. Close proximity to
regional highlights such as spacecentric Cape
Canaveral, surf mecca Cocoa Beach and the
theme parks of Orlando make Melbourne ideally
located both for work and play.

Surf and Sand Sans Crowds

While nearby Cocoa Beach is hailed lor its surler
culture, the Melbourne area’s beaches have thei
own guieter appeal. Juan Ponce de Ledn defi-
nitely was onto something when he landed near
Melbourne in 1513, because this area is perfect
for a quick dip, ocean fishing or low-key loung-
ing. Southeast of Melbourne, the jJuan Pance de
Ledn Landing historical site commemorates the
Spanish explorer's voyage.

A quick drive across the Indian River from
downtown Melbourne—via one of the city’s
iconic causeways—delivers visitors to the area
known simply as “The Beaches,” the oceanside
towns of Melbhourne Beach, Indialantic, Indian
Harbour Beach and Satellite Beach. Whether
youwant Lo take a stroll, seek seashells, ride a
Fat-tire bike through the waves or soak up the
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My Melbourne

DANIELA
|ACOBELLI

LPGATOURPRO
GOLFER

LOCAL ROOTS: | moved to
Malbowrns when | was 12
yearsold, back in 1299,
My father retired from
his bursiness in Michigan
ant brought my mother
and me down n hopes
of helping further my
woff carear, From there,

| was fortunate to
attend Florida Insirtiute
of Technology, ong

of Florida's premier
academic institutions.
FAVORITE EATS: When |
gome home, oneof my
favarite foad stops &
Makoto's Steakhouse. |t's
a Japanese hibachi ras-
taurant, and it's the best
oul ol all the ones | have
been to in the United
States (and a couple
abroad). Aways ak Tor
the camots as a side and
extrawhite sauce—and
be prepared to eat!
PERFECT DAY: For me, it
starts with & round of
golf at my home course,
Suntree Cowntry Club,
Melbowrne is home to

at lrast a dozen moif
courses, with challenges
for any zolfer. Andit |
had a boat, this would be
the time where | would
taka it bo one of the many
riverside restaurants to
arrjoy lunch with 2 view!

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Sebastian Inlet State Park is a premier saltwater fishing spot; The winners of Eau Gallie Arts District’s Dog
Days of Summer costume contest.

sun, these secluded heaches offer it all—sans
crowds, A bit further south is Sebastian Inlet
State Park, a park with camping opportunities
and three miles of beaches on which to frolic,
Surfing is big in Sebastian Inlet, but 5o are swim-
ming, scuba diving and fishing if you'd rather
not hang ten.

Outdoor Exploration

Nature lovers have plenty of ways to explore the
outdoors in and around Melbourne. Sea turtle
nesting season begins in March and usually
runs through October twith activity picking

up in mid-May}. Try to catch a rare glimpse of
these curious creatures at James H. Nance Park
in Indialantic or Archie Carr National Wildlife
Refuge in Melbourne, a nature preserve that has
the highest counts of nesting sea turtles in the
world, The reptiles nest at night, but don’t bring
a flashlight—they are often deterred or confused
by artificial light. Rather, let the moonlight
dancing off the ocean light the way.

Your odds of animal sightings are better at
Melbourne's Brevard Zoo, which is home to more
than 800 animals representing 180-plus species.
These animals come fram Africa, Asia, Austra-
lia, Central America and South America: The zoo
offers up-close viewing and even an opportunity
to feed the giraffes. For a different perspective,
kayak through the zoo’s African exhibits,

There are ample opportunities to glide above
the water—via kayak or standup paddleboard—
on the Indian River or through the region’s
estuaries, either with rentals or on a guided
ecotour. There's alwavs a chance to see dolphins,
manatees, alligators and loads of birds when out
on the water, Orwatch the rowers at Brevard
County Oars and Paddles Park in Indian Harbour

Beach, home of the Space Coast Crew rowing
club and a popular training spot for college
teams From around the United States,

Back onland, a 1-mile “dune-to-lagoon™
nature trail at the Barrier Island Sanetuary is a
terrific way to stretch the legs—and the mind
{there are plenty of interactive exhibits, nature
films and special programs). Stop and enjoy an
abundance of tropical growth and many species
of palm trees at the 25-acre Florida Tech Botani-
cal Garden,

Baseball fans who visit at the right time
may be able to catch the Washington Nationals’
spring training at the 8,100-seat Space Coast
Stadium in Viera. The Brevard County Manatees
play all season long.

A Great Place “Fore” Golfers

The first public golf course to open in the region
was Lhe Joe Lee-designed Viera East Golf Club.
This 18-hole championship course weaves along-
side native grasses, marshlands and lakes, and
has a go-station driving range for warming up
before a round. Alternatively, Duran Golf Club,
also in Viera, is a par-72.18-hole, Lewis *Chip”™
Powell-designed championship course with a
nine-hole, par-3 practice course and driving
range. In addition to a fantastic clubhouse, pro
shop and lessons, Duran features spectacular
views of sunrises and sunsets,

Arts Abound Downtown (and Beyond)

The art scene in Melbourne is thriving, as is evi-
denced by a visit to the historic Eau Gallie Arts
District, known locally as EGAD, which houses
the Fifth Avenue Art Gallery, Foosaner Art Muse-
um and Derek Gores Gallery. Walking along the
district’s streets, art lovers can't help but notice
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Nice Work If You Can Get It
at the Henegar Center for
the Arts.
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Petting alama at the zoo; The Foosaner Art Museum is anintegral part of the Eau Gallie Arts District.

the vibrant murals painted among the build-
ings. EGAD strives for community invoelvement
inthearts and hosts the EGAD Rocks concert
series (the next one is May 21) as well as a First
Friday live event with music and entertainment
each month, the Food Truck Bazaar every fourth
Sunday and the ArtWorks of Eau Gallie Fine Arts
Festival in November,

Outside of EGAD, the arts can be found in
galleries, antiques shops, restaurants and bars
along New Haven and Strawbridge Avenues in
historic downown Melbourne, For live perfor-
mances, check the calendars of the Henegar Cen-
ter for the Arts and the Maxwell C. King Center
for the Performing Arts (home to the Brevard
Symphony Orchestral.
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Retail Therapy
After you soak in (and perhaps splurge on) the
city's art, browse through the many shops and
boutigues in downtown Melbourne. Make sure
to check out the Dewntown Divas store, flip-flop
boutigue The Flop Shop and the guirky East
Coast Vintage for retro-inspired décor.
Considered Brevard County's premier shop-
ping destination, The Avenue Viera is conve-
niently located right off of T-95 in Viera. Begin a
Saturday morning with free voga in the adjacent
Central Park, then shop your way through the
familiar names of the open-air center. You'll find
Talbots, Belk, LOFT, World Market and Sports
Authority, to name just a few,

Diverse Dining

Onee vou've shopped up an appetite, there's no
shortage of dining choices in Melbourne, For
asurf-shack vibe, try DaKine Diego's or Long
Doggers. For a tiki treat, head to Grills Riverside.
Everyone will find something on the menus at
Squid Lips Overwater Grill and Matt's Casbah,
which features a sushi happy hour, live mu-

sic and works by local artist Michael “Nemao®
Nemnich; Southern-food aficionadaos will want
to check out Backwater for shrimp 'n® grits and
afried green tomato and spinach eggs Benedict.
For a special night out, try Yellow Dog Café,
Djon's Steak & Lobster House, Ocean 302 Bar &
Grill {in nearby Melbourne Beach) or Seott's on
Fifth. To explore while vou dine, pack a picnic
from Green Turtle Market's gourmet deli selec-
tions and find vour own view from a blanket,
an the beach or in a park. Don't forget to grab a
locally crafted pint—and partake in some trivia
or yoga classes right in the brewery—at Intra-
coastal Brewing Company in EGATL »

156 DELTASKEY /S MAY 2016




