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The Big Easy Turns 300!
Tricentennial

$4.95

French Quarter, downtown New Orleans

MISSISSIPPI 
Bask in Biloxi’s
water wonders

FLORIDA
Explore quaint,

quiet beach towns

ALABAMA 
Indulge in dining

delights of Mobile

TEXAS 
Enjoy festive 

frills in Galveston
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By Susan B. Barnes

I
F YOU FIND YOURSELF fortunate enough to be 
vacationing along the Gulf Coast, you may feel like 
you have already won. To add even more good luck to 
your itinerary, consider visiting one of these venues for 
premium food, games and entertainment: 

ALABAMA
About an hour’s ride from the coastlines 
of Mobile or Pensacola, Fla., you can find 
yourself — and perhaps your winning 
moment — at Wind Creek Casino and 

Hotel Atmore (windcreekatmore.com) in 
Atmore, Ala. In addition to its more than 
1,500 gaming machines,  the 71-acre,   
AAA Four Diamond property  prides itself 
on being one of the Gulf Coast’s premier 
family-friendly entertainment destinations, 
complete with a 2,350-seat amphitheater   
hosting live concerts and events, a 
16-lane   bowling alley, an eight-screen 
cinema complex  and a 53-game   arcade. 
Meal options range from fine dining 
at FIRE Steakhouse to casual fare, and 
relaxation is easily found in the full-service 
spa and in all of the 236 guest rooms,  
including 38 suites  and four luxury villas. 

L’AUBERGE LAKE CHARLES

WIND CREEK HOSPITALITY

WIND CREEK HOSPITALITY

Game Time! 
Luck of the draw, lounging and luxury 

await at Gulf casinos

Wind Creek Casino 
and Hotel Atmore

FIRE
Steakhouse



12 USA TODAY SPECIAL EDITION

UP FRONT  |  CASINOS

TEXAS
In Eagle Pass, about two and 
a half hours from San Antonio, 
Kickapoo Lucky Eagle Casino Hotel 
(luckyeagletexas.com) is the largest of 
just two casinos in all of Texas.  Owned 
and operated by Kickapoo Traditional 
Tribe of Texas, the casino is celebrating 
its 22nd year.  More than 3,300 games 
await for you to try your luck, including 
slots, a recently renovated  bingo hall,  
Texas Hold ’Em (of course!) and more.  
Nearly 250 guest rooms and suites 
overlook the Rio Grande and South 
Texas landscape,  and are perfect for 
relaxing after gaming or enjoying 
live entertainment (offered on the 
weekends). And with 10 options to 
enjoy food and drinks, you certainly 
will not go hungry. 

MISSISSIPPI
Visit the beachfront, AAA Four 
Diamond  Beau Rivage Resort & 
Casino (beaurivage.com) in Biloxi 
and enjoy a stay in one of its 1,740 
guest rooms,  including 95 luxury 
suites;  dining in its 10 restaurants  and 
sipping  cocktails in four lounges.   You 
can also seek some retail therapy in 
12 boutiques along the promenade;  
play a round on the Fazio-designed 
Fallen Oak Golf Course;  and relax in 
the 20,000-square-foot spa and salon.   
Try your luck at the 85,000-square-foot 
casino’s 80 table games,  1,768 slot 
machines,   16-table poker room  and 
high-roller options, as well as one of the 
state’s first  sports booking lounge and 
bar. Afterward, enjoy live entertainment 
in the resort’s 1,550-seat theater. 

LOUISIANA 
One of the fun ways to arrive at the 
AAA Four Diamond  L’Auberge Casino 
Resort Lake Charles (llakecharles.com) 
is by boat, and when you do, you can 
dock at one of the resort’s marina’s 16 
slips,  complete with shore power and 
water hookups.  However you travel, 
there’s plenty to do when you get 
arrive. Vegas-style gambling with 70 
table games and more than 1,550 slot 
machines,  as well as a High Limit Salon 
and Poker Room,  is found within the 
70,000-square-foot, single-level casino.  
Outside  of the casino, 13 dining options   
await, as does the Shops at L’Auberge 
and an 18-hole, par-71 championship  
Tom Fazio-designed golf course, in 
addition to a spa,  a barbershop  and the 
resort’s popular Lazy River. 

FLORIDA
Currently undergoing a nearly $700 
million expansion,  the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa 
(seminolehardrocktampa.com) is 
reinforcing its position as one of the 
largest casinos in the U.S. with 5,000 
slot machines  and nearly 200 gaming 
tables. At the center of the expansion 
is a new 15-story tower, which will add 
564 rooms and suites, bringing the 
number of guest accommodations to 
more than 800.  Three new outdoor 
swimming pools and deck areas the 
size of a football field will be hot spots 
to cool off, and in addition to a third 
fine dining restaurant,  the property is 
developing its Seminole Hard Rock 
Event Center with a grand ballroom 
for live concerts and other events. 

ROB HARRIS

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA

L’AUBERGE LAKE CHARLES

L’AUBERGE LAKE CHARLES

BEAU RIVAGE RESORT & CASINO

BEAU RIVAGE RESORT & CASINO

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL

Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & CasinoTampa

Golf at L’Auberge Casino 
Lake Charles

The Spa at
Beau Rivage

Kickapoo Lucky 
Eagle Casino Hotel

High Limit
Salon

Fallen Oak Golf Course at
Beau Rivage Resort & Casino


