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ENJOY CARIBBEAN'S
WARM WATERS
& SOFT SANDS

SAVOR ICONIC
STATE CUISINE

WOODSTOCK’S
S0TH JAM PARTY

COPTERS, CAVES,
CAMPS & CRUISES
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STAY AND
PLAY

Offbeat ways
to experience
national parks
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he national parks through-
out the U.S. are popular
destinations year-round,
and even more so in the
summertime. In 2018, more than 318
million people visited the parks all
across the country. Many of those
visitors likely overnighted in a lodge
inside or near the parks, camped in
an RV or booked a hotel miles away.
While those are tried-and-true (and
dare we say, predictable?) ways to ex-
plore the vast beauty and enchanting
encounters with nature that the parks
have to offer, there are other interest-
ing and adventurous alternatives.

Here, we take a look at some
offbeat places to stay in or near
popular national parks:
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A Under Canvas, Yellowstone |

Glamping goes to the parks with Under
Canvas, a luxury camping outfitter with
locations on the outskirts of Arches, Gla-
cier, Grand Canyon, Mount Rushmore,
Yellowstone and Zion national parks out
West, and in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains, along the border of Tennessee and
North Carolina.

At each destination, glampers find
campsites complete with safari-inspired
canvas tents that can sleep up to seven
people each, all furnished with Casper
mattresses, sumptuous linens and wood-
burning stoves.

"Our love for nature inspired the cre-
ation of Under Canvas to provide travel-
ers with accessibility to the outdoors,
particularly our national parks, while also
increasing environmental awareness
and conservation,” says Sarah Dusek,
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J/Y) Under Canvas, Grand Canyon
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co-founder and CEO. “We have set an
unprecedented new standard in ecologi-
cal development while also redefining
experiential hospitality by building our
camps close to national parks and offer-
ing our guests a unique way to explore
their natural beauty.”

This year, Under Canvas introduces
TENt PASS so guests can visit any of the
company’s eight properties opting to
stay in any 10 tents for one night or set
up camp in one tent for 10 nights, or any
combination. The pass pays for itself in
six nights.

Just outside of Yosemite National
Park, about 30 minutes from the park’s
southern gates, 80 deluxe Airstream
trailers await their guests’ arrival.
AutoCamp Yosemite, which debuted
earlier this year on 35 acres in the Sierra
Nevadas, has plenty of ways to enhance
time at Yosemite, including on-site
mountain biking and canoeing, a heated
pool and a midcentury modern-inspired
clubhouse to mix and mingle. Inside,
guests find modern décor and spa-
inspired bathrooms, and just outside,
private fire pits for sipping wine and
toasting s'mores.

“Yosemite National Park has always
been an ideal destination for AutoCamp,
due to its outdoor attractions like Half
Dome and Yosemite Valley, rich history
with environmental pioneers such as
John Muir, and proximity to the Bay
area,” says Ryan Miller, chief marketing
officer and co-founder of AutoCamp.
“The area also has an amazing local
food, wine and art scene, which all help
to enhance guest adventures beyond
the property.”

Brunch can be a big part of any girls’
getaway, and this traditional staple of
many Sunday Fundays doesn't have to
fall by the wayside during a trip to the
national parks. Make reservations to stay
at the historic Majestic Yosemite Hotel
(previously the Ahwahnee Hotel) in Cali-
fornia for a weekend and refuel at the
hotel's legendary Sunday brunch, served
in the sweeping Majestic Yosemite
Dining Room. The brunch, overseen by
executive chef Carla Pellegrino, lasts into
the early afternoon for those who may
want to sleep in. Or, make reservations
for brunch and stay at any of Yosemite
National Park’s other options, including
camping, lodges and historic wood
cabins.
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For more
ways to stay in
national parks,

visit nps.gov.
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Inn at Death Valley
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Fresh off $100 million in
renovations, the historic AAA-
rated four-diamond Inn at
Death Valley, built in 1927, is
indeed an oasis in the middle
of Death Valley National Park.
In addition to its 66 elegantly
appointed rooms, the inn
features 22 new one-bedroom
casitas for a bit more privacy
and alone time. Outside, stroll
pathways that meander
through the gardens or take
a dip in the spring-fed pool,
which is naturally at a pleasant
87 degrees, and sit back in a
poolside cabana. Watching
the sunset over Death Valley
and the Panamint Mountains is
magnificent, and the stargazing
is breathtaking.

Visitors to the South Rim
of the Grand Canyon have
enjoyed staying at El Tovar Ho-
tel and taking in its spectacular
views, since 1905. Rangers
and other canyon residents
know of a “secret spot” that's
a favorite for sunset viewing.
Just head upstairs in the hotel,

where a quiet deck opens to
some of the canyon’s most
awe-inspiring sights. Or, ask for
a table overlooking the South
Rim in El Tovar Dining Room; if
evening temperatures dip, opt
instead to sit near one of the
dining room’s two fireplaces
and cozy up for the night.

Considered the largest log
structure in the world, the Old
Faithful Inn in Yellowstone
National Park was built in 1903
and 1904. Though it's quite
popular with travelers, there
are plenty of places for couples
to steal away to be alone. Su-
perior and Premium West-Wing
hotel rooms face the geyser,
and it’s possible to see Old
Faithful perform in all its glory
from the privacy of your room.
In the evenings, enjoy live mu-
sic in the hotel’s towering lobby
complete with a massive stone
fireplace. The hand-crafted
clock made of copper, wood
and wrought iron keeps time.
Better yet, avert your eyes and
let the music move you.
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Bordering the eastern edge
of Zion National Park, and
about 75 miles from Bryce
Canyon National Park, Zion
Ponderosa Ranch Resort
is a terrific option for your
family’s stay. Each of the
Conestoga wagons on the
4,000-acre ranch sleeps
six and gives guests the
experience of sleeping in
a 19th-century covered
wagon, with modern con-
veniences such as electric-
ity and Wi-Fi.

The early settlers could
never have imagined the
amenities today’s travelers
find in the Conestoga wag-

‘." Zion Ponderosa Ranch Resort

ons at Yosemite Pines RV
Resort & Family Lodging,
22 miles from the western
gate of Yosemite National
Park. Inside each wagon,
which sleeps four to six
people, are under-counter
refrigerators, microwaves
and coffee pots.

Back in Utah, in addition
to Conestoga wagons
(which feature private
bathrooms, Wi-Fi and
Keurig coffee makers),
Capitol Reef Resort also
has tepees in which to stay
the night. Each tepee is air
conditioned and has a king-
size bed — with the option
of a cot for a child — and
its own private bathroom
is just steps away. The
resort, located about a mile
from Capitol Reef National
Park, offers its own family-
friendly adventures. Hiking
with a llama, anyone?

FIYD\ Capitol Reef Resort
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