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This festival
is ribhiting
A rural town in Florida

dishes up thousands of
pounds of frog legs

“People always claim that everything
tastes like chicken, but in Fellsmere we
say everything tastes like frog legs,”
says Susan Adams, president of the
Fellsmere Frog Leg Festival. The
world’s largest festival dedicated to
amphibian appendages takes over a
tiny farming town on Florida’s Atlantic
coast January 16-19. What Adams’
mother started in 1990 as a fundraiser
for local youth sports now draws
80,000 people to the town of roughly
6,000, where frogs are a longstanding
culinary staple. The festival has grown
so large in recent years that the bulk of
the 3,000 pounds of fried legs served is
carted in from Louisiana. South Florida
alligator tail and traditional carnival fare
are also on the menu. Additional thrills
include camel rides, Florida wildlife
exhibits, live bluegrass and a crafters
village. Adams advises that frog-leg
newbies may want to start small with
a frog pop. “We love to see kids
and fancy ladies try their first
frog-on-a-stick.”

—TERRY WARD
froglegfestival.com
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NEED TO KNOW FLORIDA, MAN

Pirate lasses are
out for the hooty

A women-led krewe plots
a mutiny against Tampa this month

Most townspeople dread a pirate invasion,
but for the past 105 years Tampanians have
welcomed the skull-and-crossbones types for the
annual Gasparilla Parade of the Pirates (Jan.
25). Of the 60 krewes commandeering Bayshore
Boulevard this month, the Ye Loyal Krewe of
Grace O’Malley is perhaps the most interesting.
Inspired by the real-life 16th-century Irish
pirate Grace O’Malley, Tampa’s over-300-strong
all-women pirate krewe is believed to be the first
of its kind, challenging the male-dominated
storybook archetypes of Jack Sparrow, Captain
Hook and Blackbeard. “It’s so much fun,” says
member Lady of Grace Anne Bartlett. “It’s the
closest to being a rock star you’ll ever be.”
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