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GET IN
THE SPIRIT
Tampa Bay Sports Teams Up Their
Games with Fan Experiences
BY SUSAN B. BARNES

Going to a professional sporting event can be exciting, and
Tampa Bay-area pro sports teams are upping their games by
elevating fan experiences.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS
Since 2014, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Tampa Sports
Authority have invested $160 million in renovating Raymond
James Stadium to better serve Bucs fans. The renovations can
be seen in the concessions on the Main Concourse; two new
all-inclusive clubs, the Ring of Honor and the Hall of Fame;
state-of-the-art HD video boards in each end zone; upgrades
and renovations to the East and West Stadium Club Lounges;
and a team store that is open throughout the year.
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TAMPA BAY LIGHTING
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Before they even enter Amalie Arena, Tampa Bay Lightning
fans can enjoy pre-game entertainment in Ford Thunder
Alley. Once inside, the fun continues in the outdoor
Budweiser Biergarten, which overlooks downtown Tampa
and is open to everyone. During intermissions, fans may be
selected to play on-ice games, or even ride on the Fan-Zam.
When the Lightning are back on ice, Tesla coils hanging
from the ceiling light up with real lightning to celebrate
each home team goal.
Amalie Arena tours on game days give fans access behindthe-scenes and every floor of the building, including the press
box, and provides peeks at the pipe organ and Zambonis; you
can even take a picture next to the game-day ice.

TAMPA BAY RAYS
The Tampa Bay Rays have made changes in and around
Tropicana Field to improve fan experiences, beginning in the
parking lot. All Tropicana parking lots are now credit cardonly, and there are more entry and exit points to alleviate preand post-game traffic.
Inside the ballpark, local flavor has arrived at the food concessions, including the Rocco Ball Deli, a meatball sub named
for Rays player-now-coach Rocco Baldelli. Ballpark & Rec
features classic arcade games, cornhole and giant beer pong,
and the Rays Touch Experience, presented in partnership with
The Florida Aquarium, provides fans with a free 10-minute
touch tank experience to get up-close to and maybe even touch
cownose and Southern stingrays.
Tours of Tropicana field are available Tuesdays during the
season, and twice a week off-season. In 90 minutes you will
visit the control room, press box and touch tank, and even go
into the dugout and on the field for some fun photo opps.
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Tours of Raymond James Stadium are available year-round
through the Tampa Sports Authority, which manages the
stadium. The 75-minute walking tour goes backstage and to a
luxury suite, the all-new West Club, the locker room, the field
and, of course, the pirate ship.

W H E R E G UESTBO O K

E~TPAGB_180800_08_ƒ_Feature_1.indd 24

7/18/18 5:22 PM

PHOTO CREDIT GOTHAM BOOK 5.5/9PT

WHERE GUEST B OOK

E~TPAGB_180800_08_ƒ_Feature_1.indd 25

XX

7/18/18 5:22 PM

